The future of dental specialization: policy issues.
There has been a shift in the fundamental values placed by society on its health care system, as reflected by public insistence on greater accountability, a more influential role in policy decisions, and a more effective use of system resources. This change in values will profoundly influence the future of dental specialization. The role of the generalist, expanding as a result of various public and internal pressure, will shape the future role of the specialist more than anything else. No new dental specialties are likely to emerge, but there will be changes in emphasis and consolidation among the specialties. Graduate dental education will require a reorganization and a variety of sharing arrangements for its survival. Some form of demonstrating continuing competence will be required for maintenance of specialty status.